Particularly significant were reductions in numbers of people waiting longer than six months for procedures such as cholecystectomy (down by 207 or 70 per cent), cataract extraction (down by 771 or 63 per cent), tonsillectomy (down by 416 or 67 per cent) varicose vein stripping and ligation (down by 303 or 72 per cent) and total hip replacement (down by 78 or 43 per cent).
The average waiting time of patients treated in the course of a month rose from 1.4 montl-ts in March to 1.7 months in October. This reflects large numbers of admissions of patients who have been waiting long periods. The clearance time has reduced to 1.4 months from 1.8 months, indicating patients have been admitted more quickly. The average time on the list has fallen from 3.6 months to 2.8 months, indicating patients are waiting on the list almost a month less (Table 7) . This overall pattern is reflected in most Areas and Districts (Table 7 ).
In the period from July 1, 1994 to March 31, 1995 admissions increased by 2.5 per cent compared with the corresponding period a year previously. Then between April f.1:II 1. Table 8 ).
REDUCTFONS IN
The changes in listing status over the past five quarters are shown in Figure 2 . The main reason for removal of patients from waiting lists was that the treatment was no longer 
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